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A walk through the amusement park "Efteling"  
where this DVD was recorded. 
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Introduction  
In the summer of 2007, Andr® Rieu and the JSO recorded the DVD ñWonderlandò in the 
fairytale park ñEftelingò in The Netherlands. 
From several people we received requests for more information on this park. 
 
In this document we provide some useful information (how to get there, opening times, etc.) and 
a "Wonderland walk" through the park, passing by many places you will see in the ñWonderlandò 
DVD. 
 

History oÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ÆÔÅÌÉÎÇȱ 
Ask any Dutch person above the age of 40 about the ñEftelingò. 
Ten to one they all give you the same answers: ñthe flying carpetò, ñdancing red shoesò, 
ñmusical mushroomsò, the ñtrainsò and ñLong Neckò, to name a few. 
Below a picture of my brother and I in one of the little trains. I was about eight years old at that 
time (±1963).  

 
The other picture was taken recently (April 2008). I donôt know why, but it looks like those trains 
have shrunk quite a lot, but you still have to peddle like a madman to get around the track in a 
record time. And still no brakes, but good bumpers. 
But most important: all those popular attractions from the early days of the park are still there 
and in high demand! 
 
The history of the Efteling goes back to 1933, when a few people had an idea to start a sports 
park with a soccer field and a small playground. In time a larger playground was added. 
In 1950 the park was expanded and in 1952 the fairytale forest opened to the public. A famous 
Dutch artist called Anton Pieck was the creative genius behind the design of the park and its 
attractions. His legacy can still be found all over the park. (More about him, see page 33). 
Until that time, the main attractions in the Netherlands consisted of playgrounds and zoos. 
The fairytale forest was an immediate success and a revelation in the attraction industry of 
those days. 
Some people think the park was based on the ideas of the Disney parks, but Waltôs park 
opened in 1955 in Anaheim. The ideas of the Efteling originated well before this time! 
In the following years more and more attractions were added, but really received a boost when 
Disneyland Paris was opened in 1992.  
Competition? Yes, not only from ñDisneyland Parisò (I still prefer the original name of  
ñEuro Disneyò), but from various rollercoaster parks, Warner Brothers Movie World, etc. 
But the Efteling survived and has never been more popular than today. 
 
































































