The vineyards of the St. Pietersberg.

The Romans who founded Maastricht,
enjoyed life. They could not do without a good
glass of wine. In this era, drinking water was
not always reliable. Hence, beer and wine
was most often drunk.

In those good old days, climate was warmer
then it is today.

The Romans could grow their grapes on the
slopes of the St. Pietersberg (Mount St.
Peter).

In time, the Romans left, the climate became
cooler and the grapevines disappeared from the
St. Pietersberg.

The cultivating of grapevines which can grow in
cooler climates -and the changing climate of
today- makes it possible to grow grapes
again in the Maastricht region.

To bike or to walk?

The total route is about 12KM (8 Miles). The route leads across the border of

Belgium.

Suggestion is to rent a bike.

The whole route is flat, so no strenuousup-or downhi |l | sectior

small uphill part, but this is relatively steep, so you have to walk uphill anyway.

Alternative route is provided).
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Bikes can be rented at:

Courtens Bike Sports, Calvariestraat 16, 6211 NJ Maastricht.

Price per bike per day from G 9.50. Deposit U 20.

If you plan to rent a bike, it is suggested to make a reservation.

Phone: +31 (0)43 321 3820 or send an email to
info@fietsverhuurmaastricht.nl indicating your name and phone number, date
of rental and return, type of bike (city or mountain bike) and number of bikes
(including male or female versions).

Courtens Bike Sports is open from Tue - Fri 09:00 (9AM) - 18:00 (6PM),
Sat: 09:00(9AM) - 16:00 (4PM) and from 18:00 (6PM) to 18.30 (6.30PM)
From Aprillst till Sept. 30 also on Sun & Mo 10:00 - 12:00 and 18:00 - 18:30
Be sure to bring a valid ID when renting a bike!

Start of the walk

L Start the walk in front of the

McDonalds at the Vrijthof.
Leave the Vrijthof on the
opposite side of the square
and turn left into the 2™
street (Kommel).

It does not matter if you do
this trip on foot or by bike,
we will pass the bike rental
shop on our walk
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About 50 meters into this street, you will
see the former "Kruisheren"
church/convent, now converted into the
"Kruisheren" design Hotel. The disused
church/convent was given a new
purpose by Camille Oostwegel, a good
friend of André Rieu. We will see
another of Camille's properties later on,
during the trip.

The initial idea was to create a classic
interior, but Mr. Oostwegel was unable
to acquire enough antiques to decorate
the building and rooms.

His wife suggested to choose for the
opposite, a very modern design.

Take a look inside the hotel, and see how ancient architecture and modern
design go hand-in-hand. Walk towards the left and head for the bar. Just in
front of the bar there is a nice see-through wine cellar. Return to the reception.
To the right are the bathrooms. May | suggest you to make a sanitary stop
here? Find an artistic surprise in the bathrooms!

Exit the hotel and turn right twice. Continue past the hotel, into the
Calvariestraat. You will find the bike shop on the right side of the street.

Either pick up your bike and cycle, -or continue walking- to the end of this
street.

Note: Keep to the right with your bikes. Many streets (unfortunately not all
streets) have bike lanes. If there is a bike lane you have to use it.

Cross the busy Hertog Singel (Maastricht ring road) and turn left onto the road
parallel to this Singel. Head towards the roundabout (traffic circle
Tongerseplein). At the roundabout, take a right into the Tongerseweg.

In the park on your left, you see the Waldeck bastion, which is part of the
ramparts, built in 1610. Another indication of the strategic military position of
Maastricht. At the other side of the traffic circle, in the Aldenhofpark, you can
find the statue of the famous musketeer d'Artagnan.

After 150 meters, at the end of the park, turn left into the "Cannerweg".
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Continue on
the road until
you leave
town.

You are now in
the "Jeker
valley". This
little river
meanders
through the
fields on your
left.

After a while,
you will see a
small shrine
on the left side
of the road.
This is the
location of a
historic well,
said to be
"founded" by
St. Servaas.
The basilica
on the Vrijthof
is named after
this saint.

On the hill to

your right, you

will see the

first vineyards.
Continue to walk/cycle till you come to an intersection where a small road
(path) leads uphill to the farmhouse.
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